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Letter of Protest C’[( QOK‘/&)\O ,

Dear King of Britain, [ am a former slave trader and I demand that the slave trade comes

SN AU . y
to an end! of mnocent African Americans are put into harsh conditions because of the slave

trade. I will inform you why the slave trade must come to an end.

One main reason to end the slave trade is the harsh conditions on the slave ships. Based
on what I have seen during my time as a slave trader, slaves that are put on the ships are forced
to experience terrible circumstances. One of them being the repugnant scents on the ships. The
scents are so horrible that some of the slaves are unable to eat. If slaves refuse to eat they will be
whipped, severely cut, or will be forced to eat coal (Equiano’s Account). Another harsh condition
on the slave ships is how crammed the ships are. The slaves are fastened together by handcuffs
on their wrists and irons on their legs. They must lay so close to each other that they have to lie

5,
on their sides (Falconbridge’s Account). The slaves also cannot move so if the ships sink, the

"

slaves are forced to drown and die (Middle Passage Images, 5).

Another main reason to abolish the slave trade is the cruelness of slave masters toward
the slaves, The scenes that I have witnessed were horrifying. Slaves are getting beat badly by
their masters for baving minor faults. For example, if a slave let a pot boil over, they would be
beaten t(; the point where some of their bones broke. The sléves are also considered economic
goods; therefore if a slave does not have much Valﬁe, they are beaten, and sometimes killed, if

they do not have the strength or qualities to work (Equianc’s Account).
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Slaves are also getting cheated by white people because African Americans are not
trea’;ed like human beings and are not educated. For example, slaves were told to sel! grass.
Frequently, white people stole the grass without paying for it. They also beat the slaves if they
were helpless. Another way that the slaves are getting cheated is the slaves sell cattle to the white
people and the white people ask for their money back. If the slave refused to give the money

back, the white man would threaten the slave and beat the slave (Equiana’s Account).

There were also many horrors during the Middie Passage. | have seen slave traders treat
slaves like ‘[&7}7 were cattle. They had to wear branding irons to show ownership (Middle Passage
Images # 6). Another terrifying part of the Middle Passage was if the British saved or found
slaves, they would make the slaves work for them. The British hung slaves and abused them
(Middle Passage Images # 4, 7). Due to these conditions, about two million slaves died on the

Middle Passage.

I am sure you can see why I retired as a slave trader. 1 hope that you have pity for the

slaves being abused and you put an end to this onslaught.
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Letter of Protest FO R h

Dear the King of Britain,

Hello, I am m a traveler from Europe, here to ask you if you can abolish
the Atlantic Slave Trade. Here are some of my reasons why you should end the Atlantic Slave

Trade.

One reason why you should end the Atlantic Slave Trade is because as the slaves are
being shipped to the area of where their owners live, they are cramped together in a small room
in a ship full of other African slaves for many months. During those months of just lying there,
stacked and cramped together without being able to move, someone could caich a disease, which
can be spread to the people around them. Once the slave is caught with the disease, there is no
cure for them, so they just lay there until they die. This is a waste of money and for the people
who bought the slaves and for the slave traders because those who buy the slaves that died
during the journey over the ocean, just basically wasted a few hundred dollars because since the
slave died, they can’t get the money back. Also, it is a waste of time for the slave traders because
the more African slaves that have died on the ship, is less money they earn because of the less
African slaves they have left. (Middle Passage Images other reason why you should end the
Atlantic Slave Trade is because in my perspective and in many others, everybody is supposed to
be treated equally, no matter what race or color they are. According to Falconbridge’s account of
the slave t;'ade, he states that if they are refused from their account Qf age, illness, deformity or

for any other reason, they have the right to beat them. Just because they have a deformed
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face/body, does not mean they could just beat them for how they look. That is a high level of
cruelty. Also, according to Falconbridge’s account on the Atlantic Slave Trade, is that he states
when the slaves refuse to eat, the slave traders put a shovel of glowing hot coals forcing the
slaves to eat, and if they still refuse, they force the slaves to swallow the coals to inform the
slaves that they should not disrespect them. Another thing that happened at a time was that a
captain of a slave trade once poured melted lead on some of his slaves when they refused their
food. Furthermore, when slaves refuse to eat, one slave trader laid the slave across the windlass,
tying their feet together, while the other flogged them severely. (Equiano?%:;;ey do such
cruel things to their slaves, this would reduce ‘tl‘1e slave’s life, which also goes back to when they
would lose money because of a death of one slave they could have made. The food that the slave
traders were feeding to the slave, which was horse beans boiled to the consistency of a pulp,
boiled yams, rice, sometimes a small quantity of beef or pork, and also is topped with a slabber-
sauce which consists of palm-oil mixed with flour, water, and pepper. From this amount and
choice of food, the slaves wouldn’t have much energy to live and also wouldn’t have much

ergy when they begin laboring as a slave, which again causes them to die faster.

J/Z: alconbridge) The African slaves were treated like they were animals on the ship. If they refuse
to do what the slave trader ask, hence the eating, they would just flog them for hours until they
die, and just throw them off the ship like it was no big of a deal. Once in slavering, “the slaves
are to be branded with the initial letters of their master’s name and a load of heavy iron hooks
hung about their necks.” They were also “loaded with chains and often instruments of torture
were added. Iron muzzle, thumbscrews, etc.”(Equiano) Also according to Equiano’s natrative,
when he was in slavery, one of the African slaves was beaten until some of his bones were

broken for even letting a pot boil over. The cruelty that the slaves have to deal with is makes




them want to go into despair and make them seek refuge in death. Many slaves who were on the
ship a,ttempted to jump off the boat into the see to drown, but before she drowned she was pulled
up and then flogged for choosing death over slavery. Many slaves have attempted to kill
themselves by starving to death, refusing to eat any victuals; which brings them to severe

flogging and being dumped overboard.

As you have read in my letter, you see that the Atlantic Slave Trade should be abolished
because of the ways the slaves are being treated by the slave traders. Ending the Atlantic Slave
Trade would save many African American’s lives, and letting them live in peace and happiness

with their beloved friends and family.
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STUDENT 6

HHE+H-‘-|€H‘H-IH Letter of Protest

World Hlstorsi y \ Oy
. SN A RIS %,
_ 'h"";% N . 4 WY *'

Dear King of Britain, I would like you to take in concern that [ want to abo\hsh the <& S
Atlantic Slave Trade. I feel as though this is a horrible way to treat human beings.
Africans mean no harm. Therefore your people should not harm them. I understand you
need people to fulfill your needs and wants, but you should hire the African people
instead of taking them by their own will. If your going to take them you should at least
freat them with some respect. I hear that the people being brought upon the ships face
rigorous treatment. *“ The men Negroes, on being broﬁght aboard the ship, are
immediately fastened together, two\:;}wo, by handcuffs on their wrists and by iron
riveted on their legs.(Falconbridge)” That is not fair to them and you should think twice
and realize how bad you are hurting these people. How would you feel to be taken.by

your home by force to work in hot fields p1ck1ng cotton?

(\\ \\\“ {% \{5} ?d

U Yo

e e -

I{don’ Ihke How v you and your pé@ple portray the African people as animals and

m«*"”

inhumane beings. So their color pigment is darker than yours, what does that have to do
with who they really ar;il have seen pictures of these people getting beat by your
peoﬁle(Protest image 4)nd its horrible to see these actions and nobody to do anything
about it! How dare you take people and think that t you can just throw them around and

- ﬁ‘{é"“i\‘& %‘wﬁf‘“” ‘{"“’K“‘“‘%w
order them to do hard labor. Fﬁr all I lcnow Sthe African pébple should be praised by the

\,

amount of work they put in to fulﬁll your wants. Would you like it if all the African
people just invaded your country and take over? You should be killed for what you have

done!
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The African people were very confused and hurt by this. Its not their fault. Its not
right to sell people and separate their families. The living conditions you put these people
on the boat were horrid. As you never let the people use the bathrooms, they would

urinate and defecate all over the place. “The stench of the hold while we were on the

coast as so intolerably loathsome that it was dangerous to remain in there for any time,, i‘{»ai’ﬂ
and some of us had been permitted to stay on deck for the fresh air.(Equiano)” Do you see {% W

what you put these people through for no reason at all? Some of them couldn’t even eat
due to the unbearable smell. This wasn’t even the beginning for them because this was

only the transportation to what their so called ending would be placed.

After reading this I hope you have reasoning on why you still have slavery. My
words are like a prayer from African people to you and you should realize the pain these
people are going through. You should take all the Africans back to their home because

5 Y
where they are now isn’t home, its torture. I suggest you sit down and think a very long
time about why you are really doing this and think about the feelings of these people.

Maybe you can make a compromise with the Africans and ask them what they would

want in order for them to work for you. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Y
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STUDENT 7
Dear King of Spain,

I am writing this letter as a sorry forgivable ex-slave trader. I have now changed my

position on slaves and slave trading. ) 9 o2 ¢ L - 1{ Lol O\
e AT

In my early years of slave trading, I thought slave trading was{;k In fact, I thought slave
trading was more than completely acceptable. The slaves were of a different skin color other 1 than
my fellow friends and slave traders. These slave traders were “Negroes.” (Falconbridge) ﬁurmg
slave trades, buyers examine the slave. They often check their age, health, eyes, teeth, bones, and .
other things that would conflict with their labor. If the slaves had anything wrong w with them, - f 0 e 4
they often were not the first to get traded or bought. Sometimes they ev{y\;iign t get‘%’pught *
(Falconbridge) Slaves were also hung upside down by a rope tied to one of their SiF ankles, with
barely any clothes on. (Middle Passage Image)

é‘ A

These slaves were brought over from a different continent. We transported the slaves on a
“4Slave ship".‘ié' The journey was often long. On slave ships, slaves were often beaten and abused
for no particular reason. The most common reason was because the captain ordered the slave
trader to beat a ?értam slave as an example for all the other slaves who dared not to listen.
(Falconbridge)-At New Calabar, in particular, the traders have frequently been known to put
them to death. Instances have happened at that place, when Negroes have been objected to, that
the traders have dropped their canoes under the stern of the vessel and instantly beheaded them
in sight of the captain...” (Falconbridge) There were also a lot of unfair treatment towards
slaves, “...Negroes refusing to take sustenance, | have seen coals of fire, glowing hot, put on a
shovel and placed so near their lips as to scorch and burn them.” (I'alconbridge)

: On the slave ships, slaves were often packed on the bottom of the ship on shelves
with about a foot span of room between each shelf. “But at the same time, however, they are
frequently stowed so close, as to admit of no other position than lying on their sides. Nor will the |
height between decks; unless directly under the grating, permit the indulgence of an erect

posture; especially where there are platforms, which is generally the case.” (Falconbridge) There
was no room on the ship to move /ﬁi‘ound for the slaves. There was barely enough breathing

room. (Middle Passage Imagej\"fhere was “about eight or nine feet in breath, extending from the
side ship toward the centre. They are placed nearly midway between the decks, at the distance of
two or three feet from each deck.” (Falconbridge): some cases slaves were laying on each
other.

Upon the attendance on the slave ships, slaves were often given “horse beans boiled to
the consistency of a pulp; of boiled yams and rice and sometimes a small quantity of beef or
pork.”(Falconbﬁdgc)‘g:e slaves” anogiymous favorite food was yams and rice or corn from the
Gold or Windward. (Falconbridge) “Some slaves did not like the food that was served and dared
to refuse to eat the food that was placed before them. Some slaves have even continued to refuse
to eat the food and as a result, sailors threatened to make them swallow hot coal if they continued
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to refuse to eat their food. Some captains even poured hot melted lead on the slaves that were
being disobedient. (Falconbridge).Also, for other punishments slaves were hung in hand and
foot cuff like structures. These items were barely enough room for one slave as they often put
more than one siave on there. There was about one centimeter less in space between each cuff.
(Middle Passage Image) i~

Slaves were often treated un-human like. They were not considered as humans, they were
often compared to animals. Just like cattle, we often bred slaves for sale. (Falconbridge) Cattle
were marked with branding irons. Cattle were marked with branding irons to show who their
owner was. If the animal ran away, you could tell who it belonged to. Slaves are often marked in
this way too. Brandmg irons often looked like sticks with wide handles. (Middle Passage [mage)

There wqren t too many slaves that got rescued often from these horrible conchtlous
Although some siaves didn’t get rescued there were some few lucky slaves that got rescued from
a British ship. These slaves looked really small in size, their physical condition looked as they
were on the verge of dying off. (Middle Passage Image)

Slavery is an act that is extremely wrong. It shouldn’t be carried out anymore. Humans
should be treated like humans not anything less than that. Humans should also be treated the
same. One person shouldn’t be treated different than another person just because that person is of

a different skin color. I’m sure you wouldn’t want someone to treat like something you are less
than.

I"m sure your thinking of how I was a slave trader. Your probably saying, how are you ’%ﬂ

trying to take another side of the slave trade, you were involved in slave trade yourself. Yes, I L

" was involved in slave trade. I thought slave trade was acceptable for a very long time. I didn’t
think much of people other than my skin color. I often thought people other than my skin color
were often on Farth as my servant. They were worth much less than I was or anyone my skin
color was. I treated them any kind of way. I didn’t think of them as humans. After a while, 1
realized they were humans just like me, no matter what they looked like or what color their skin
was. Abolishment of the slave trade would equal out our systems. It would make everyone equal.
It might even stop some of our hate and crime against each other. Please, please, stop slavery,
stop the slave trade. Abolish it!

QMM iy

Sincerely,

FHHHHHH
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November 19, 2012 ‘\E
World History 3 Period
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Ms. Arjunan and Ms. Graefe

Letter of Protest

To his High Majesty, King of Great Britain,

My name is Jonathon Gregorson, and 1 am the Head of the Department of

Trading and Commerce in Great Britain’s royal government. As 1 was inspecting the

T rans-Atlantic Slave Trade, T am surprised to say tﬁarmﬁow@% shock of the
kind of treatment these servants of Great ﬂlBrimin are receiving, and am writing this
fetter to you to put an end to this inhumane crime.

Although 1 cannot bring any evidence of this back for you to see, due to the cost
7 would be wasting, 7 will use what sources 7 can to possibly persuade you into agreeing
with my cause. 1will go straight into my primary argument, which will be as to what
kind of treatment these slaves are recetving upon their voyage at sea. Their quarters
are in between decks, and they are stacked into shefves for weeks. While 7 was gazing
upon some images of these ships, 1 came across one that stood out to me in particulay. 1
looked in shock to see three men chained together in shefves that had absofutefy no space
for them to move around. What was even worse was that these men, who ave fuman
beings, are being punished if they do not eat.

Perhaps his royal majesty may not see why the trade of slaves should be stopped

because of this argument, but consider this, “Upon the Negroes refusing to take

sustenance, 1 have seen coals of fire, glowing hot, put on a shovel and placed so near
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their fips as to scorch and burn them.” (Taﬂ:onﬁﬁdgge) iﬁj this wasn’t worse enough,
tﬁere was an account of this form of punishment that was crueler. “1 have also been
credi’ﬁfy informed that a certain captain in the slave-trade, yourei;;@;ec[ lead on such
of his Negroes as obstinatefy refused their food.” (Falconbridge) |

af his royal mafesty still disagrees with me, PI[ quote only one more person. His
name is Olaudah Equiano, and he is a slave who wrote an account about fiow fie
became a slave. He says that children were stolen from thetr families to become slaves in
his village. Equiano says, “One day, when all our people were gone out to their works as
usual and only 7 had my dear sister were left to mind the house, two men and a woman
got over our walls, and in a moment setzed us both, and without giving us time to cry
out or make resistance ey stopped our mouths and ran off with us into the nearest
wood.” (..‘Equiano)ﬂ How would you feel, your ma:jesty,-tf Yyou. were stolen from your
famiby? How would you feel to have all your freedom being taken away from you
simply because you can be ruled over? How would you feel to be enslaved for being
nnocent? How do you think Equiano’s parents felt, Enowing their son was gone forever?
Ask yourself these questions your mafesty, and consider if the sfave trade is worth going
through all this trouble and cruefry. How would you feel to be a slave, Yyour maesty?

T await your reply in a month’s time. 1 am sending my personal assistant to

defiver this letter and Em'ng back your vesponse. Long lfve the King.

M good health,
Jonathon Gregorson

Head of the Department of T+ rading and Commerce, Parfiament of Great Britain
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pd. 3

Letter of Protest Assignment
Dear king of British,
I 'am a former slave that luckily earned enough money to purchase back my

freedom. | am here to ask and beg you to abolish the Atlantic slave trade. The Atlantic
ell

Ty § Jacge

slave trade is one of the worst things someone could experien C@:I:}\ﬂe, 'myséplf qoﬁiﬁi t
you how miserable | was during that time period. My life was totally chang”ed from the

day when the “two men and women got over our walls and in a moment seized us both™.

(Equiano%m that moment on, | had lost everything, family, freedom, homeland and
more.

When | got on the ship, all the slaves were immediately fastened together by

handcuffs on their wrists and irons riveted on their legs. (Falconbridge). Others told

me that others sold them to these white meﬁ?%'ﬁhey evaluated them by their look age,

eyesight and health. In short their ability of laboring. The white men offered us food

that “consists chiefly of horse beans boiled to the consistency of a pulp; of boiled yams

and rice and sometimes a small quantity of beef or pork”, {Falconbridge) but some of
us refused to eat them . As a result, these people got beaten and others were burned;
coals of fire were placed near their lips to burn the lips of the ones that didn’t want to
eat. (Falconbridge). Those moments were horrifying and too brutal. We're all human

being, | don't get why aren't we treated equally? We're treated like calves and means

nothing to them except for money.
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| Most of us wanted to commit suicide because that was how bad our condition
were. All of us were stacked in the ship, there were totally no space for us to move.
{Figure 1) The white men also used branding iizfon to create a mark of ownership. Some
died from this painful torture, others screamed and cried for a long time. (Figure 6)
They hanged people that tried o rebel or didn't listen to them and forced other slaves to
fook; 50 we would be scared. {Figure 4) | had often seen women that cried for hours,
knowing that there’s no purpose and helpless. (Equiano) Once, | heard from other
slaves that a slave ship was rescued by the British. Therefore, |'hope you would help
and abolish the Atlantic slave trade. { Figure 7)

It always breaks my heart knowing how cruel this world could be. Even though

| am free but | feel that others should be free toeo. Imagine if you were like us, you
wouldn't want to be treated like how those white men treated us. They wouldn't even
let us die, because we're ho more than animals to them, There’s no doubt that we were
. miserable for our whole fives because we have lost everything. | am a free man, and
| still feel miserable because | know | can't go ib'ac‘lfrgjg; ‘Ehe old times, when | was living
happily with my family. | wonder how’s my sister ig !ﬁiée:é&fha‘t she is ok. What makes
me even maore depressed is knowing 'ﬁw?}gqur next generation might experience the
same torture we experienced. King oiéﬁt;:'i’;i!sfh, as a father, you would always want to wish
the best out of your children, right? Same with us! We don't want our next generation to
be like us, we want them to have education and someone useful. Once again, 1 really

hope you would think about helping us abolish the Attantic slave trade.

Sincerely,

HiEHHH
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STUDENT 12

71/16/12
. (o) 00 -
L0orld History/ Pd.3 \j\i’g‘ fi}; ij o~ ’\{i_,\.& BX{\&MMM
Ms. Avjunan/ Ms. Cjrache | R Oy 3& R % C Q"*‘% U
3 '! i}‘ ™, kY { k«‘ LY ”
GRS ﬁw WA N )3 §
‘;J £ R N SUAY f»,im):\q} {M’R - *-"”w}
Dear Lhe King Oﬁ Byitain, %b\wﬁ { O £ %w b 3%

S f,q\ e g' g

D am writing this letter to yon on tﬁe 64&4!6 06 my 6el£aw Aﬁnmns “Lhis
letter is a vequest fvom us to you o abolish the Atlantic slave tvade. We want you ¢o
abolish the slave tvade becanse many people ave dying dne to the Atlantic slave trade.
Many families have been vuined because one ov many of the family members have been
traded to diffevent conntvies and many of them also have died. Alss many of the
.;aea;ute you have picked had a specific job to do in theiv family life. “[he dad has to
go work and bring food/ money home fov the wife and childven. “Lhe mom has to take
cave of the childven. Of one of them is taken away then the family is basically vuined.
.Oﬁ the dad is taken away then the mom is deeply going to suffer, and the mom is
taken away then the dad is gaéng éo suffer. WOc belicve that childven's need both of

their pavents to live a proper and a good life.

w ““}‘
\§ o @é\n Anotﬁev veason we want yoa to abolish the Atlantic slave trade is because we so o
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HYou people ““British people” tovture us like cows. When we ave put on ships to be

transported theve is lagk of space for us to even turn. (Omage of slaves stacked on
top of each other) Also you tic us up with chains with cach other. (Omage of Chains)
WOhich toveuve's us even move becanse we can't even move ouy legs and hands. Another

thing is that you guys brand us with an initial lettering of the master's name, with a

load of heavy ivon. (Branding ivon image) (Cquiand’s account)

Another veason we ave vequesting you to stop the Atlantic slave tvade is because

L (¢ SAURUS CR RN

ﬂou 9«;1;;)501!“ us to eat §ood cven though we do not want to sometimes. Lfoun guys pour
\ g

R
hot boiling led on us just becanse we vefuse to eat your fo0d fov one day on the ships.

(Falconbridge) Lfour majesty, you have made us your personal sevvants. {fon make us

do everything. Lfou cven make us cavvy to from one place to other. (Dmage from one

of éﬁe wasm ug).

.,.m:m-w:ﬁ.w”'w "

Lo conclude my majesty, D am writing this letter to you becanse L2 want you to




STUDENT 13

A

You're Majesty,

(54 W 5 g i;;g}g,m LAt
I write you this letter hopmg you wﬂl s‘top thlS in hmnane act that you call “Busmess” It

T bt s

isn’t justice that we take people out of their homes and lives and send them off to the . Americas
to do hard back breaking labor that we wouldn’t even dare do ourselves. I once was a slave
trader and [ will tell that the things I saw on those ships made me wonder how I allowed myself
to do or even witness such crimes just because of the profit it made. The way we would put those
human beings on shelves and wouldn’t even allow them to move or get up to go to the bathroom
made me feel horrible knowing that [ was puﬁihg these people through such pain. The beatings.
the women and children received because of a slight mistake would make me flinch knowiﬁng
that no grown man could endure the pain that they received. (Middle Passage Images)ﬁ%i;
basically would take away their will to live and their identities as human beings. The 1* couple
of years | would just shut out the voices that told me to stop my bad ways because this was the
only way [ knew of providing for my family. It gave me nightmares and some nights I wouldn’t
be able to sieep on the ship because of the screams I heard from the people who were getting
lead poured into their mouths all because they didn’t want to ¢at. (Falconbridge) But what made
no sense to me was the fact that the Africans would put their own people into this torture and
horrifying way of life just for a gun that could easily try to make themselves if they put their
mind into it. When I first started out with this trade, I just saw the Africans as animals because
that’s what I had been taught. But when I saw and truly looked and listened to these people [
realized that everything I believed had been wrong. It wasn’t right for me to continue working as

long as I did but I didn’t want to stop receiving the money that I did. Now that I think back to the

20 years I went on trading people as if they were property, it just disgusts me. (Equino)
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Do you find it just that we observe and treat these people like cattle just because they
aren’t like us? You should put yourself in the position they went through in those crapped decks
and the scraps of food they are fed against their will. (Falconbridgej Then being sold off to some
strangers you have never met in your life and being branded so other people will know that you
are their property.(Middie Passage Images) I don’t understand what the worst part of the
treatment these people receive are. All I know it is going to take me more than 1 lifetime to repay
all the crimes I have done to these people. I should’ve put an end to all of this but I don’t have
the power to. But you do. You should go see what these people go through on these ships and
should imagine how they feel. If the conditions they are in doesn’t matter to you and doesn’t
even make you feel even a twinge of sympathy that just shows how cruel a human being can be.
The amount of people [ saw killed just because of tﬁgir unfitness to be traded is what caused me
no snap and stop doing what I did. (Falconbﬁdg%{fdon’t understand why we started trading
human beings but it has to stop at once. It is a crime against God to treat others unjustly because

of their differences. But isn’t it said that under God’s eyes we are all equal? Youa practicing

crimes. Do you want your children to remember you as the most heartless and disgusting Kings

Spain has ever had? I think not. Think closely and pray on it. Realize what you are doing and be

smart about the decision you make. Hopefully you won’t be as stupid as the King’s of England
and Portugal. I plead with you that you stop this slave t;:.éide at once. All T hope is that this letter
opened your eyes to the reality and that you finally feel sympathy towards the people we have

brought so much pain over. Adlos M1 Rey -
N

S '”\1

]
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Ms. Arjunan & Ms. Graefe \ M: gf ) f . 3,{\%; ' g j& ‘j’?
World History, Period 3 2 h ; Eww \%‘;i ) {Ja_ ¥ i:’ ”T’Z"r N ?5 Ly €
15 November 2012 | Lol €0 }
Letter of Protest
To the King of Portugal,
/ ’g,,,ﬂ«f-"”'”“" I am a traveler who fraveled all over Europe, Egypt, and some parts of Asia.

During my trip in Guinea, I thought about making to the New World, where it is said to
be a land of many opportunities. I got a ride on one of those ships that were loaded with
the African people. And to myself I thought, “Well at least I'm not alone.” During the
ride 1 was thinking about what there might be in this “New World.” But my train of

thought was broken by the sounds of whips, and crying. I was thinking, “Is this how you

treat guests on a ship. Then I heard the word, “slave.”
T Seriously, is this how you treat a slave? These people are like us and you treat
them iike animals! I walked around the ship and I am not happy with what I saw. I saw
theses slaves being branded like you do with cattle. They were forced to eat hot coal or
lead. I couldn’t sleep at all during the night because of the cries of the slaves. So I walked
around and when I got to the place where the slaves slept really disturbed me. They were
packed away in shelves and sleeping in their own urine with all these other horrible
conditions, for example shackled together while they sleep. I couldn’t take your cruelty
anymore so I decided that as soon as I reach the Americas, that I'm going back. A couple

hours later there was a loud knock on my cabin. “The ship is sinking; we need to go to

the life boats.” I got to the deck and onto the life boat, but [ saw none of the slaves. [

2 of2 11/8/2012 5:04 PM
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thought that they already escaped, but then I learned that they’re still chained together
beiow.

You and vour people are very cruel. You treat a slave like an animal even less,
you don’t even attempt save them when anything happened to the ship. Right before 1
started to leave, I saw a crowd around the stage and saw the people selling the slaves like
objects.

As a king, you should be ashamed. What if this was you. As a king, you should be
a role model for the people. People should be doing work on their own and not have
someone do it for them. Otherwise you’re making a bad name for yourself, others calling
you lazy and such. If you don’t want to do work then pay someone or ask for volunteer.
Many people will volunteer if you make a good name and treat people like they are
supposed to be treated. So change your ways and abolish slavery and slave trade, because
if you don’t then there is a chance that slaves won’t be accessible anymore because of the

way you treat them. So be a good king and abolish slave trade.
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Hit

Ms. Graefe %

World History 3rd

November 17,2012

Dear King of Portugal,

I am deeply concerned about the Atlantic slave trade. I think it should be abolished as
soon as possible because of the horrors I've seen. | was a former slave that escaped and I have
experienced so much pain and torture during my slave days. They first took me away from my
home and my family. The black traders sold me to the European purchasers like 1 was an object
or item. The European purchasers examined if I had any deformities and my health(Falcon
Bridge). f%

I was immediately brought aboard the ship and chained to other Negroes (Middle Passage
Images). We were chained two by two and we had very little space to move. We were then sent
down between the decks and placed there for the remaining ship ride. The hygiene was
horrendous and the decks had a horrible stench that made me extremely ill. Ilaid there never
moving, [ had to dispose of my waste where 1 slept. “Our diet while on board consists of horse
beans boiled to the consistency of a pulp; of boiled yams and rice and sometimes a small amount
of beef or pork.” (Falcon Bridge)

I have seen Negroes who refused to eat and were forced to eat by placing a shovel of
burning coal near their lips. In some cases they were threatened to swallow coal. (Falcon Bridge)

So many of us died only from the ship ride, which was around two months. Those two month

were utter agony and suffering.



Stef
Typewritten Text
HHHHH

Stef
Typewritten Text
HHHH

Stef
Typewritten Text

Stef
Typewritten Text

Stef
Typewritten Text
STUDENT 16

Stef
Typewritten Text


The boat finally came to a stop and we were on land again. This mysterious place, that T
didn’t know existed, shattered my reality. I was put right to work in the fields. I had to carry
heavy loads and work in the blazing heat. I was beaten harshly when 1 didn’t do things properly.
“I have seen a negro beaten till some of his bones were broken because he let a pot boil over
(Equiano’s Account).”

For thirty years I was a slave until [ finally escaped from that repulsive place. This terror
needs to be abolished. The hygiene of the ship ride and the way they treat us slaves is not proper
and is extremely inhumane. Being chained together with no possible way to move. Having to be

taken away from your home and family.




The boat finally came to a stop and we were on land again. This mysterious place, that
didn’t know existed, shattered my reality. [ was put right to work in the fields. I had to carry
heavy loads and work in the blazing heat. I was beaten harshly when I didn’t do things properly.
“T have seen a negro beaten till some of his bones were brokeﬁ because he let a pot boil over
(Equiano’s Account).”

For thirty years I was a slave until I finally escaped from that repulsive place. This terror
needs to be abolished. The hygiene of the ship ride and the way they treat us slaves is not proper
and is extremely inhumane, Being chained together with no possible way to move. Having to be

taken away from your home and family.






